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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 
CORRECTION. 

On page 1055 of the Public Health Bepobts No. 19, May 10, 1901, 
the figures in the column of " Annual mortality per 1,000 of population 
TJ. 8. Census, 1900," referring to Philadelphia and Phoenixville, Pa., 
respectively, should be transposed to make the mortality of Philadel- 
phia 18.39 and that of Phoenixville 12.40. This correction will be 
made in the reprints of the table which will be issued. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Investigation of smallpox at Prescott, Ark. 

New Orleans, La., May 8, 1901. 

Sie : I have the honor to report in obedience to telegraphic orders of 
April 27, directing me to proceed to Prescott, Ark., for the purpose of 
advising with the local authorities relative to the suppression of small- 
pox in that section, that I arrived at Prescott about 10 p. m., April 30. 

On the following morning I had an interview with the local authori- 
ties, Mr. McRea, and others. I learned that the situation was as follows : 
An eruptive disease said to be smallpox had been prevailing in that 
section for some time past, but as it was confined entirely to negroes no 
especial precautions had been taken. Within the two weeks preceding 
my arrival an eruptive disease, of the nature of which there was a dif- 
ference of opinion among the local physicians, had occurred in a white 
family, Caulder by name. This family lived near the center of the 
town, and was liable to come in contact with the rest of the inhabitants. 
In order to decide the nature of the disease and the measures to be 
taken for its suppression, the services of an officer of the United States 
Marine-Hospital Service were requested. 

I visited the Caulder family in company with the city physician, and 
found that the mother and 2 children were suffering from a mild 
type of smallpox, modified by previous vaccination. I also saw 2 
negroes about 1 mile from the town who had a mild type of smallpox in 
the twelfth day of the eruption, and were doing well. These were the 
only cases in that section, so far as I could learn. 

In the afternoon I addressed a meeting of the citizens called to hear 
my report, and to discuss the situation. I gave the usual advice of 
isolation, disinfection, and vaccination, and left with the authorities 
copies of the Service publications regarding smallpox and its suppres- 
sion. I also vaccinated a number of persons at their request. 

Owing to a wreck on the railroad I returned via Memphis, rejoining 
my station on the morning of May 3, 1901. 

Eespectfully, C. P. "WebtenbakEe, 

Passed Assistant Burgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
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